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History 258

McMahon 200

Professor Michael Kimmage
kimmage@cua.edu
office hours: Wednesdays 2-3 pm or by appointment

books:

George Herring, The American Century and Beyond
C. Vann Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim Crow

grading: 

This class has four components: two papers, a final exam and class participation, especially in discussion section; the final exam is 30%, class participation 30% and each paper 20%. Attendance is mandatory, and if three are problems with attendance the instructor reserves the right to lower the grade or fail students, if need be. 

I. Postwar

week 1

January 14: introduction

January 16: after the Civil War

January 18: discussion

reading:

Mark Twain, The Gilded Age, excerpts: 

Chapter XXIII, Society in Washington
Chapter XXXV, About Senators

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3178/3178-h/3178-h.htm 

week 2

January 21: NO CLASS

January 23: toward a modern economy

January 25: discussion

reading:

Daniel Yergin, The Prize, excerpt; chapters 2-3

week 3

January 28: American society, 1877-1917

January 30: segregation

February 1: discussion

reading: 

Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim Crow

II. Emerging Superpower

week 4

February 4: great powers

February 6: World War I

February 8: discussion

reading:

American Century, chapter 2-3

week 5

February 11: 1920s

February 13: Great Depression

February 15: discussion

reading:

American Century, chapters 4-5

viewing:

https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/128_migm.html 

week 6

February 18: World War II

February 20: to end a war

February 22: discussion

reading:

American Century, chapters 6-7

PAPER DUE FEBRUARY 22: identify and analyze one aspect of increasing American power in the years between 1877 and 1945; draw upon evidence and citations from assigned reading; identify by page number where have found your information and citations (no fewer than 10 references)

week 7

February 25: ADMINISTRATIVE MONDAY

February 27: early Cold War

March 1: discussion

reading:

American Century, 8

Kennan, Long Telegram

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/coldwar/documents/pdf/6-6.pdf 

week 8 

March 4: 1950s society

March 6: 1950s culture

March 8: discussion

David Riesman, The Lonely Crowd, introduction

https://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/ows/seminars/tcentury/CharacterSociety.pdf 

viewing:

Big Mama Thornton, Hound Dog

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoHDrzw-RPg 

Elvis Presley, Hound Dog

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzQ8GDBA8Is 

Miles Davis, So What

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqNTltOGh5c

reading: 

SPRING BREAK

week 9

March 18: countercultures

March 20: rights revolutions

March 22: discussion

reading:

Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique, introduction

https://newrepublic.com/article/146524/happened-european-union 

viewing: 

James Baldwin, William F. Buckley, Jr. debate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFeoS41xe7w 

viewing:

Martin Luther King, “I Have a Dream”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs 

PAPER DUE MARCH 16: compare two of the following figures: Riesman, Freidan, Baldwin or Buckley, Jr.; compare their identification of a key problem in American life and provide some sense of the differences between the two voices you have selected; be sure to cite extensively from the reading or the video source

week 10

March 25: JFK

March 27: LBJ, Nixon

March 29: discussion

reading: 

American Century, 9

viewing:

JFK, inaugural address

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEC1C4p0k3E 

week 11

April 1: Vietnam

April 3: Vietnam in America

April 5: NO CLASS

reading:

American Century, 10

week 12

April 8: NO CLASS

April 10: Watergate

April 12: discussion

reading:

American Century, 11

viewing:

The Fog of War

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8ZhIi57x-4 

week 13

April 15: Reagan

April 17: to end a Cold War

April 19: NO CLASS

reading:

American Century, 12

viewing:

Oliver Stone film, Wall Street (1987)

week 14

April 22: NO CLASS

April 24: 1990s

April 26: discussion

reading:

American Century, 13

Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History”

https://ps321.community.uaf.edu/files/2012/10/Fukuyama-End-of-history-article.pdf 

week 15

April 29: 9/11 and beyond

May 1: READING DAY

May 3: discussion

reading: 

American Century, 14

viewing:

PBS Frontline, The Man Who Knew

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/showsknew/ 

FINAL EXAM


